
          
Presented by Condamine Veterinary Clinic 

October 2011
WHY ARE THE FLEAS STILL THERE?

You’ve tried all sorts of flea products and still the little critters are irritating your pet?
The reasons for this can be many and varied. If what you are doing is not working it 
is best to seek Veterinary advice- Before you spend too much of the “hard earned”!!

There are a few things that need to be considered for successful treatment
      1.    Treat the effected cat or dog according to product directions

2.  Treat ALL the ‘in contact’ cats and dogs
3.  Treat the environment
4.  Does the product kill fleas only or also other stages of the flea lifecycle?
5.  Does the pet go swimming or get washed on a regular basis?
6. How quickly does the product start to work
7. If it is a monthly treatment does it work for the full month and
8. Treat all year round even when the fleas appear to be dormant

Treating adult fleas only will address only 5% of the problem- a massive 95% of the 
lifecycle is accounted for by eggs, larva and pupae!!
It is important that the flea product kills the adult flea as soon as possible. Adult fleas 
feed and mate within 24 hours of getting onto a cat or dog and lay eggs 36-48 hours 
after that.  It is essential that the flea has a blood meal from a cat or dog to breed.

1 flea can lay up to 2000 eggs (average 500) in her life time.
This egg turns into a larva and then a pupa, the pupa becomes an adult flea.

Eggs, larva and pupa live mainly in the ground- hence the term ‘ground fleas’ which 
are really the cat (and dog) flea.

The life cycle may be completed in 2 weeks. It is easy to see how numbers can 
explode if every 2 weeks 2000 eggs will hatch out.

Pupae are the really tough ones to handle and they can live in the right environment 
for 12 months (up to 2 years). If you move into a place which has been empty for 
some time the movement which occurs when you arrive can cause a massive 
awakening of the ‘sleeping pupa’ and a flea outbreak occurs.

Flea control can be difficult and expensive.  The temptation to stop treatment when 
numbers are low can allow a pool of eggs and pupa to develop which will explode in 
a frenzy when conditions are good (warm).

Quick, cheap and easy fixes are very hard to come by although sometimes you can 
be lucky.  There is no product which will suit every situation.  Spring brings about 
the beginning of the flea explosion.

For the best results consult with our experienced staff now.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
LETTER FROM LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,
With the Spring here now things have really 
warmed up, so I thought I should warn you all 
about what problems might be waiting out there.
The warm weather brings out the parasites. This 
means the fleas are really starting to breed up- No 
fleas on me though: I use Sentinel all year round. 
Then there are the paralysis ticks which are 
especially a problem in the ‘scrub country’ eg 
Toowoomba, Killarney, the Coast. These little 
creatures can make you really, really sick.
Snakes!  What more need I say?  Sightings galore 
have been recorded and we are seeing some snake 
bite poisoning cases in the clinic. Best thing is not 
to tangle with these beasts but if you do and you 
get bitten get yourself here as soon as possible. 
Also get your owner to bring the snake with them- 
only if it is dead!!- so we know what anti-venom is 
required.
The warm air brings out the flowers and grasses 
and all the allergies are about. Itchy skin can drive 
you nuts so don’t let ‘them’ just think it is ok get 
your owner to bring you in for some ‘therapy’.
Evidently we also seem to become more accident 
prone in the spring too. Cat fights! Dog bites! 
Sporting injuries! Heat stroke!
I learnt this the hard way. Racing across the 
paddock in pursuit of loads of fun I dropped down 
a hole and …. Broke my toe!! It is really painful, 
hence I need to get about with a cast on and one 
leg in the air. Lots more sympathy required please.
I have chewed my way through a couple of soft 
bandages and have had a week of strict cage 
confinement already.  Now there is a hard cast on 
my paw and talk I might be behind bars for 6 
weeks!! Yikes!
Take it easy out there and don’t go looking for too 
much fun- you might come unstuck. Don’t forget 
if you do run in to trouble these girls here at 
Condamine Vets are a great help and tremendous 
comfort.
Until next time
Paws truly
Lucky
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NEXT PUPPY PRESCHOOL
 CLASS STARTS:

MON 10/10/11
Call now to book as places are 

limited!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

Congratulations to our graduates from 
the last class:

Shiloh Sooty Panda
Shakira Shelby Milly
    Cudi      Sophie

Our building has won an 
award for Sustainable Small 
Commercial Building in the 
Built Environment Design 

Institute Awards!

Don't forget! By referring  
your friends and family to us,  
you will receive a gift voucher  
as a thank you for your belief  

in our service!
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